MONTHLY CLIMATE SUMMARY, JANUARY 2001
NIU WEATHER SERVICE, DEKALB, IL
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{896-1995 AVG. HI: 27.1(F) JANUARY AVG: 1.43in COOLING. 01401 0
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TANUARY 2001 AVG. HE 27.7_(F) YEAR TO DATE: 1.87in. 7/00-Now 4681
TANUARY 2001 AVG. LO: 13.4(F) YEARTODATE AVG: 1.431n.

JANUARY 2001 AVG. TEMP: 20.5(F)

DISCUSSION

After the 2™ coldest and 2™ snowiest December on record, it was hard 1o say what the following January would bring. One would expect
more of the same, however, January 2001 proved to bc 1.2 degrees F warmer than average. It didn’t scem to be so when compared to the
warm Januarys of the past three years, especially since the temperature rose to above 34 degrees F only once in January 2001. Precipitation
totaled 0.44” above average, but that may be a bit misicading as the month was running extremely dry up to the last three days of the month
F'his i1s when most of the precipitation fell. The storn system that brought this precipitation arrived over very cold air at the surface. This
resulted in precipitation beginning as snow and freezing rain lcaving behind an impressive glazing on the morning of the 29" During the
day on the 29", enough warm air arrived on the heels of a southerly wind to change the precipitation over to all rain. Cold air then returned
on the back side of the system changing the precipitation back to snow. Snow fell moderately for most of the day on the 30, but
temperatures hovering at or just above freezing allowing just 1" to stick. Only 4.0” of snow fell during January 2001, which is less than half
the January average of 9.17. On January 31, 2001, there was still 4” of snow cover on the ground here in DeKalb. It marked 55 consecutive
dayvs with an inch or more of snow cover. To summarize, in 2001 the DeKalb area experienced a stightly warmer and wetter than average
fanuary. Snowfall was below average, but ample snow cover remained a fixture,
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